The Archaeology of Paul in Turkey
Featuring the culture, archaeology and significant monuments of Turkey

Led by Tour Host and Scholar Dr. Mark Wilson

September 18-30, 2012

Celsus Library,
Ephesus
“Tutku Tours is a world leader in Biblical and Classical Tours.” -Dr. Mark Wilson

Specializing in Biblical and Classical Tours

Tour I t i n e ra ry:
Sept 18 Tuesday

Depart New York – Fly Istanbul

Sep 19 Wednesday Arrive Istanbul
Welcome to one of the most captivating cities in the world! Your tour
guide will meet you after the customs and baggage claim with a “BAS”
sign to take you to your hotel for check-in. Following a short orientation of beautiful Istanbul, we will take a leisurely private boat tour
along the Bosphorus, the legendary waterway that connects the Black
Sea to the Mediterranean, and divides Istanbul into two continents:
Asia and Europe. Once the capital of two of the world’s most important empires—the Byzantine and the Ottoman—Istanbul represents
the best of both in its stunning monuments, architectural wonders and
world class museums. Following the Bosphorus cruise we will stroll
through the colorful spice bazaar – famous the world over for its exotic spices and sweets. Return to the hotel for dinner and overnight. (D)

Hagia Sophia, Istanbul
Sept 20 Thursday Byzantium– Constantinople – Fly Antalya
Today we explore the wonders of Istanbul. Beginning with the stunning,
subterranean Basilica Cistern, we move on to the Golden Mile of the
Egnatian Way, Hippodrome Square, and the breathtaking Blue Mosque
as well as the magnificent, 1700-year-old Hagia Sophia, a UNESCO
World Heritage Site. Afterwards, we will make our way to Istanbul’s
Archaeological Museum—one of the most celebrated collections in the
world. Among its treasures are the Siloam inscription, the Gezer calendar, and the stunning “Jerusalem mosaic” depicting Orpheus. Following
our visit we will transfer to Istanbul airport for our flight to Antalya. Dinner
and overnight at the hotel in Antalya. (B,D)
Sept 21 Friday
Attalia – Perga – Aspendus
Our day begins with a walking tour of the old city Kaleiçi, where we
will see the harbor that Paul and Barnabas departed from, as well as
Hadrian’s Gate, a beautifully preserved testament to Roman architecture. Entering through the beautiful Hellenistic gate of Perga, we’ll experience the city that Paul visited during his first journey. At Aspendus we
will see the best-preserved Roman theater in Turkey, which is still used
for musical and theatrical performances. Return to Antalya for dinner
and overnight at the hotel. (B,D)
Sept 22 Saturday Myra – Andriake – Patara – Kalkan
Our morning begins with a breathtaking drive along the Mediterranean
coast, after which we will arrive at the ancient site of Myra, with its lovely
Roman theater and Lycian tombs. Today Myra is best known as the city
of St. Nicholas, where he served as bishop in the fourth century A.D.
After visiting Myra we will stop briefly at its harbour, Andriake, where
Paul changed ships on his way to Rome, and see the newly discovered
4th-5th synagogue. We will then continue on to Patara, which features a
beautiful theater and lighthouse. Dinner and overnight in Kalkan. (B,D)

Perga
Sept 23 Sunday
Xanthos – Aphrodisias – Pamukkale
Our morning begins with a visit to ancient Xanthos. Designated a
UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1988, Xanthos was ancient Lycia’s largest and most important city. We’ll then continue on to Aphrodisias, where
archaeological excavations led by the New York University have unearthed some of the finest examples of Hellenistic statuary in the world.
The site features the best-preserved stadium in Turkey as well as the
famous temple of the city’s namesake: Aphrodite, the goddess of love
and beauty. We will also have the opportunity to visit the newly opened
museum of Aphrodisias, which features sculptures from the imperial cult
sanctuary - the Sebasteion - among its treasures. Later we will drive to
Pamukkale for dinner and overnight. Swimming is available at the hot
spring pool of your hotel. (B,D)
Sept 24 Monday Hierapolis – Laodicea – Colossae – Pamukkale
This morning begins with a visit to stunning Hierapolis, perched above
the white cliffs of Pamukkale where thermal waters have made it an attraction to visitors for thousands of years. Featuring the largest known
necropolis in Turkey, Hierapolis is also the site of the newly excavated
martyrium of St. Phillip, who is believed to have been buried here after
his execution at the end of the first century A.D. Paul mentions Hierapolis in his letter to the Colossians. Next we will move on to visit the
recent excavations at ancient Laodicea. From here we will continue to
the unexcavated site of Colossae in the Lycus valley. Paul wrote two
letters to this city—Colossians and Philemon. Dinner and overnight in
Pamukkale. (B,D)
Sept 25 Tuesday Miletus – Didyma – Priene – Kusadasi
A visit to Miletus this morning will include the well-preserved theater and
bouleterion. It is here at Miletus that Paul delivered his speech to the
Ephesian elders, near one of its four harbours. As we approach Didyma,
we will see the remains of the Sacred Way – the road that linked Miletus
to this ancient oracle site. The site of Didyma includes the Temple of
Apollo, considered to be the finest in the Aegean region. Continuing on
to Priene, we will see the best-preserved Hellenistic theater in Turkey
and visit the newly excavated remains of a synagogue in the west residential district. Dinner and overnight in Kusadasi. (B,D)
Sept 26 Wednesday
Ephesus – Kusadasi
Our morning begins with a visit to the incomparable site of Ephesus,
whose most famous feature—the ancient library—will rise majestically
into view as we stroll down the monumental street. Located near the
modern town of Selçuk, Ephesus is considered the best-preserved classical city of the eastern Mediterranean. Paul spent nearly three years
here during his third journey.
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As we explore the site, we’ll see the Temple of Domitian, the Temple
of Hadrian, and the magnificent, 24,000-person theater where the riots
described in Acts 19 took place. Our visit includes a special visit to the
ongoing excavations at the terrace houses, where the elite of Ephesian
society resided. We will also visit the excellent local archaeological museum and the site of the temple of Artemis, the largest religious structure
of the ancient world and one of the Seven Wonders. Dinner and overnight in Izmir (B,D)
Sept 27 Thursday Kusadasi – Smyrna – Izmir
This morning we journey to ancient Sardis, the capital city of the powerful Lydian empire and location of one of the largest known synagogues
from antiquity. This magnificant site also features a temple dedicated to
the goddess Artemis, a beautifully restored gymnasium and Byzantineera shops. We’ll then proceed to the glittering seaside city of Izmir (ancient Smyrna), Turkey’s third-largest city. We will have the opportunity
to explore the ongoing excavations of the agora and acropolis of this
site. We will then experience some of Izmir’s modern, vibrant life as we
stroll along the famous seaside street of Kordon and through Alsancak –
one of Izmir’s most lovely districts. Tonight, we will dine under the stars
at one of Izmir’s most beautiful outdoor restaurants. Overnight in Izmir.
(B,D)
Sept 28 Friday
Pergamum – Assos
This morning we drive north to the stunning city of Pergamon, whose
ancient acropolis is perched high on a hill above the modern town of
Bergama, commanding sweeping views of the Aegean. The site boasts
its famous ancient library, the Trajan imperial cult temple, the steepest
and most dramatic theater in Turkey, as well as the foundation of the
altar of Zeus. We will also see Pergamon’s Asclepion—an ancient cultic
healing center that was renowned throughout the ancient world, and
where the famous second-century physician Galen trained and practiced. Continue to Assos for dinner and overnight. (B,D)
Sept 29 Saturday Assos – Troy – Istanbul
This morning we will begin with by exploring Assos, the city where
Aristotle open his famous Academy before having to flee to Macedonia
during the Persian invasion. We’ll see the remains of the city’s temple
dedicated to Athena before we continue on to the legendary city of Troy,
made famous in Homer’s Iliad. After our visit we will make our way back
to Istanbul, crossing the Dardanelles by car ferry. Dinner and overnight
in Istanbul. (B,D)
Sept 30 Sunday
Istanbul Airport – Fly back to New York
Today we conclude our wonderful adventure in the land of legend and
hospitality as we transfer to the Istanbul airport for our flight back to the
U.S., arriving in New York the same day. (B)
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LAND & AIR RATES:
$4,590.00 Per person in double ccupancy
$650

(incl. airfare from New York)
Single Room Supplement

INCLUDED TOUR FEATURES:

• Round-trip airfare between New York and Istanbul
• Istanbul-Antalya domestic flight
• 2 nights at Special Class Germir Palas Hotel www.germirpalas.com
• 2 nights at 5 star Dedeman Hotel in Antalya www.dedemanhotels.com
• 1 night at 5 star Patara Prince Hotel in Kalkan www.pataraprince.com
• 2 night at 5 star Colossae Hotel in Pamukkale www.colossae.com.tr
• 2 night at 5 star Korumar Hotel in Kusadasi www.korumar.com.tr
• 2 nights at 5 star Moevenpick Hotel in Izmir www.moevenpick-hotels.com
• 1 Night at 4 star Grand Assos Hotel in Assos www.grandassoshotel.com
• Sightseeing as per the itinerary
• All escorted transfers
• Daily open buffet breakfasts at hotels
• 10 dinners at hotels
• One dinner at outdoor restaurant in Izmir
• Transportation by private, air-conditioned bus
• English-speaking. professional tour guide throughout the tour
• All entry fees to the sites & museums
• Luggage portage at hotels
• Tips for the hotel and restaurant staff
• Service charges & local taxes
• Tips for the tour guide and driver ($5 per person per day for the
guide - $2 for the driver)
EXCLUDED TOUR FEATURES:
• Drinks and lunches
• All personal expenses, such as alcohol and souvenirs, and any other
items or services that are not listed above
• Turkish visa fee ($20.00 per person for US citizens - to be paid upon
arrival before passport control)

PAYMENT PROCEDURE:
- $200.00 per person deposit due at time of registration
- Full payment is due by June 15, 2012
15-20 days prior to departure:
You will receive all the travel documents, including airline tickets.
Cancellation penalty:
60-46 days prior to departure:
45-15 days prior to departure:
14-7 days prior to departure:
6-1 days prior to departure:
After tour departure		

No penalty
10%
25%
50%
No refund

Air Cancellation Policy: We will be liable to airlines’ standard rates
and rules.
Travel Insurance: Travel insurance may be purchased as a separate
package. Travel Insurance agreement is contracted directly between
the traveller and the insurance company.

REGISTRATION FORM *
Name as it appears on the passport (First, Middle,Last)
Name :
Title :		
Preferred Name:
Mr. Mrs. Ms. Rev. Dr.			

If different than above

Street Address:
PO Box:
City, State, Zip:
Home Phone:

/

Cell Phone:

/

Email Address:

For Registration please contact:
Anne 202-364-3300 ext 202
Email: anne@bib-arch.org
Biblical Archaeology Society
4710 41st Street, NW
Washington, DC 20016
Fax: 202-364-2636

Age:		

Citizenship:

Birth Date:
/
/
Month/Day/Year
			
Passport Issue Date:
/

Passport Number:
/

Exp. Date:

Emergency Contact Name:		

Relationship:

Phone Number :

/

/

/

PLEASE CHECK ITEMS BELOW AS APPROPRIATE:
I WANT 1 DOUBLE ROOM. Please give me a roommate.
I WANT 1 SINGLE ROOM (additional $650)
Name of Your Roommate (as on passport):
* Registration information can be emailed to anne@bib-arch.org

Specializing in Biblical and Classical Tours

Visit for other tours: www.tutkutours.com
Email for customized group & individual
tour requests: info@tutkutours.com

